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Next Meetinqg, Saturday December 6.
Xmas Lunch at Peppermill Hotel

SADARC COMMITTEE

President - Graeme Martin, - VK3VSM

Vice-President: - Peter Rentsch - VK3AXI

Secretary: - Adam Cleary - VK3UU

Treasurer and Membership - Ian Saunders - VK3YYY

Webmasters - Graeme Martin - VK3VSM and Ray Gardiner - VK3YNV
Hamfest Co-ordinator: - Peter Rentsch - VK3AXI

Newsletter editor and Publicity - Peter Simpson - VK3ASK

Technical Committee: Geoff VK3ZNA, Ray VK3YNV, Denys VK3ZYZ, Josh
Gardiner, also power to co-opt.

To contact any member of the committee above, email committee@sadarc.org
and specify who you wish to communicate with and the subject.
If you have items for the newsletter, forward to: newsletter@sadarc.org



mailto:committee@sadarc.org
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Communications Manager (External Events): Darren Glasson (VK3HEN) -
subject to confirmation.

Meetings the first Saturday of the month from 18 am for Arduino training, plus
informal chats and technical talks. A BBQ follows (a gold coin donation). Main
meeting 1 pm (except January when no meeting occurs) at 360 Health Centre,

18 Channel Road (250 metres from Archer Street), Shepparton.
Variations in these times, days and location are normally notified in the preceding newsletter.

DISCLAIMER: - No guarantee is given as to the accuracy of information in this newsletter. E.
& O.E.

WARNING: - There is a danger of electrocution or injury when working on electrical/radio gear or
working at heights doing antenna work. You do so at your own risk.

25/08/2022

VK3RGV repeaters and transmitter operating frequencies from
Mt Wombat

53.725MHz (-1 MHz), In Service 146.65MHz (-600 kHz), In Service
438.2MHz (-7 MHz -D-Star), In Service 438.650MHz (-7 MHz 91.5 Hz
tone), In Service
438.9MHz (-7 MHz - DMR), In Service 439.775MHz (-5 MHz), Now back
in service, IRLP (node #6990)
476.475 MHz (+750 kHz) CB Repeater WBTO3 Channels 3- 33, In Service
VK3RDS, 438.7625 MHz (-7 MHz DMR) Shepparton on test @ VK3YNV
QTH
The three following repeaters are not the clubs but are allied to the club
in one way or another. Mt Major VK3RDU, 146.850 MHz,
439.875MHz. Mt Bruno VK3RWC 147.325 MHz (-1.6 MHz 123Hz)

Access to most analogue repeaters is by sub-audible 123 Hz tone or
noise/carrier mute (less sensitive). Your TX offset is shown in brackets

Club informal on air get togethers, all welcome. Club call sign

VK3SOL.:
Wednesday- 2mx repeater 146.65 MHz 8.00pm.
3.63 MHz SSB * interference 8.30pm,
Sunday - 2 mx repeater 146.65 MHz 2 pm & 8 pm
The Vintage Radio Club - 2 mx repeater 11 am, Sunday.



A number of semi-private HF skeds take place either daily or weekly, locally or
further afield.

Website - www.sadarc.org or www.sadarc.org.au Face book Page - Sheppar-
ton and District Amateur Radio Club Direct Link: https://www.face-
book.com/groups/481867453084459
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Next Meeting our Xmas Lunch

We don’t have a December club meeting, instead we have our an-
nual Xmas lunch, which we share with the Vintage Radio Club.
This is a great social function, where partners are encouraged to
come along and enjoy the day.

The details are as follows.

The venue is the Peppermill Hotel.

7900 Goulburn Valley Highway Shepparton

We are booked in from 12 Noon to 3pm.

Drinks and Meals can be ordered from the bar.

We are booked into the courtyard at the rear, so you can enter
from the carpark on the RH side of the building.

Diary Dates

e December 6. Xmas break up lunch.

e February 71, February 2026 meeting, plus AGM
e March 7!, March 2026 club meeting.

e April 51, Bunnings Sausage Fundraiser.
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Editors Comments
Well, our meeting place in Channel Road has sadly come to an end.
At our last meeting, we did the final empty out of the store room and
handed the keys back to 360 Health.
It seems ironic that in 2018, we moved from the Mooroopna Scout
hall to our meeting place in Channel Road and now we are planning
to go back to the Scout Hall.

Our reason for leaving the scout hall was the fact that the building
was cold in the winter, hot in summer, badly in need of repair and no
longer considered a great venue for our meetings.

We were pleasantly surprised when Vision Australia agreed for us to
use their community centre for our regular meetings and also
accepted our use of the storeroom in the back corner.

After much negotiation, it was planned to charge SADARC $35. Per
Month for the use of the area, on the understanding that we always
left the area neat and tidy and as we found it.

We certainly kept our side of the bargain, and as it turned out, we
were only charged for the 15t few Months and then Vision Australia
decided to let us use the area free of charge.

In 2020, our meetings ceased for a few Months, due to COVID, and
when we returned the building had been sold, Vision Australia had
moved out and the Flexible Learning Centre group had taken over
occupancy.

Fortunately for us, they were happy for SADARC to go on using the
area with the original agreement, but they decided not to charge for
the use of the area for our meetings.



At the end of 2022, Flexible Learning moved out and 360 Health
moved in and took over occupancy of the whole area.

Once again, they were happy for us to stay with no charge and that
was the arrangement until October this year.

It has been a wonderful area for our meetings, BBQ lunches and
Arduino training and has saved the club a large sum of money by not
having to pay any fee.

So now we move on, a letter of thanks has been sent to 360 Health
and we can now set up with our equipment at the Mooroopna Scout
Hall, hopefully with antenna’s and a shack.

As reported by our president Graeme, VK3VSM, in last Month’s
newsletter, a lot of work has taken place at the Scout Hall and
hopefully this will be our permanent meeting place until the day
comes that we can move into the old Radio Australia building.

Below are a few photo’s taken at our final meeting at Channel Road.
See you all at our Xmas lunch.
Regards

Peter Simpson
VK3ASK
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Presidents Report

Even though our meeting fell on Cup Weekend, attendance was excellent—
thank you to everyone who came and contributed. This was our final meeting at
the Vision Australia / 360 Health complex. The site management has been
fantastic to work with, and we sincerely thank them for their support and for
allowing us to use the storeroom and meeting room over the past eight years.
attached a few photos of the last meeting at 360health.

We'll be at Bunnings on 23 November for a fundraising BBQ. It’s a great
chance to promote the club and raise funds for future projects. From time to
time, we need to purchase equipment, and membership subs alone don’t cover
the costs of running the club.

Looking ahead, our first meeting for 2026 will be in February and will also be
our AGM. Committee positions will be open for re-election. To keep the club
thriving, we need willing members to step up—please consider nominating.

A shout-out to Kevin VK3KFM for joining the Tech Committee and rolling up
his sleeves to help deploy AllStarLink on the mountain repeaters. This
upgrade improves our linking capability, remote management, and resilience
for the club repeaters. If we remember back a few months ago when Jason and
Colin gave a talk on allstar, maybe in the new year we can do a recap training
session on allstar

Finally, our last gathering for 2025 will be our regular Christmas lunch at the
Peppermill on December 6. Partners are very welcome—please bring them
along for the day.

Graeme Martin
VK3VSM
President of Shepparton and District Amateur Radio Club



SADARC meeting minutes November 1t 2025

Meeting opened 13:00pm
Apologies: 3PTR 3AXI 3TEX Arthur 3FALN 3KAL 3MFE 3BLD 2JKN Justin and

Colin

1.

2.

Graeme 3VSM opened the meeting

Previous meeting minutes discussed and taken as read. Moved Ian
3YYY, seconded Adam 3UU, carried.

Inwards: Kelly the Scout District Commissioner re Mooroopna Hall avail-
ability

Outwards correspondence to Kelly re our use of the Hall in Mooroopna.
Correspondance, moved Graeme 3VSM, seconded Ian 3YYY, carried.
Treasurer’s report received. Moved by Ian 3YYY seconded by Peter
3ASK. Carried

. Technical Report. Kevin 3KFM has been seconded into the Tech commit-

tee. He will take the AllStar project on and looking at remote control(s)
and eventual WAN. The cavity for the Rochester repeater for BAREC is
ongoing. Some machining for a rotator mount is also required. Neil 3KAL
has kindly offered to climb the tower for the DMR installation.

General Business. Outcomes of the discussion with the Scout Associa-
tion re Mooroopna Hall has indicated a rent of $108/ pcm. This offer in-
cludes unlimited weekend use and access to the hall. The hall has new
airconditioning going in and has had repairs (new floor) since the floods.
It includes storage and access to the tower/mast for antennas. Options
for signage are also available to promote ourselves and hobby. A vote
was taken re the acceptance of the Scout Hall. Stevo 3JSD proposed the
acceptance and seconded by Geoff 3GSR. Unanimous.

Christmas breakup. Options are Peppermill, Noble Monk and Overlander.
It was moved and seconded that we go to the Peppermill.

Graeme 3VSM and Kevin 3KFM will visit BAREC on November 71,
A reminder the Bunnings BBQ Fundraiser in November 23,



Peter 3ASK asked about a letter of thanks to Belinda at 360 Health for
our 7 years rent free accommodation. Peter said he would draft a letter
and Adam 3UU on behalf of the Committee send the letter to 360
Health.
Equipment from 3ATK is available for sale. Geoff is hosting the kit until
its sold or disposed of.
Stevo’s SW Corner report as usual is available. Please see the forum for
upto date information
A motion to move the general business was proposed by Peter 3ASK and
seconded by Ray 3YNV and carried.

8. Graeme 3VSM closed the meeting at 14:52pm

Adam VK3UU Secretary
SADARC

Report on Bunnings Sausage Sizzle Day, November 23,

The club has just wrapped up our second Bunnings BBQ, and what a fantastic
day it turned out to be! A huge thank you goes to Ray, who once again took the
lead in coordinating the event and making everything run smoothly.

I'd like to also extend my appreciation to the SADARC crew (Geoff VK3GSR,
Graeme VK3VSM, Kevin VK3KFM, Ray VK3YNV, Josh, Jacek & Borgiana, Ian
VKk3YYY, Kevin VK3BPH, Mark VK3MFE) who rolled up their sleeves and helped
out. It was a real group effort, and the results speak for themselves.

At this stage, it looks like we beat last year’s total by a few hundred
dollars, which is a terrific achievement and a real credit to everyone involved.
Across the day we cooked around 800 sausages and went through close to
20 kilograms of onions, keeping a steady stream of hungry shoppers well fed.

Overall, it was a successful and enjoyable fundraiser, and a great example of
what we can accomplish when the club works together. Well done, everyone!

-- Graeme Martin
VK3VSM President.



In late news, Ray VK3YNV, has arranged for another Bunnings
Fundraiser Day to be held on Sunday April 5,

Below some pictures of our Bunnings Sausage fundraiser on
November 239,

community
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WIA Launches Major Australian Amateur Band Plan Review
Marcus Chick from the Vintage Radio Club, forwarded the following article
along to us to be published in the newsletter.

This is a copy of a report put out by the WIA on a Sunday morning broadcast.
It is important information, which affects all active hams.
Have a read and contact the WIA if you wish to make suggestions.

This announcement is by Grant VK5GR, on behalf of the WIA Technical
Advisory Committee and appeared in today's WIA Broadcast. Please ensure
that all your club members are aware of it and invite them to consider making
a submission.

This is Grant VK5GR, your WIA Technical Advisory Committee Chairperson,
with some news about a community consultation being launched looking at
changes to the Australian Amateur Radio band plans.

It has been some years now since a wholesale review of our band plans has
been conducted. In that time, we have seen various changes made to what
radio spectrum amateur radio operators can access, and under what
conditions they can access it. We have also received various requests for
changes, or recognition of various activities on the band plans from members
of the Australian amateur radio community. As a result, we have decided to
conduct a wide-ranging review of the existing band plans, and are proposing
various changes across almost all bands, addressing one of a number of issues
that have arisen since the last series of changes several years ago.

The last major revision of the Australian national Amateur Radio band plans
administered by the WIA was carried out almost a decade ago. At that time,
major changes were mostly made to the 30m, 2m and 78cm bands.

With various changes to the Amateur Radio regulations since that time,
including some spectrum losses and gains, it is now necessary to update the
band plans to both reflect those regulatory changes as well as update them
with information on current centres of activity. We have also used this as an
opportunity to address many of the requests that have been received over the



past 2-3 years for changes to various bands.

WIA TAC committee has reviewed each band and made recommendations for
changes where appropriate. Areas being addressed include:

Better highlighting centres of activity for various modes - particularly AM and
Emergency call channels on the HF bands

Reviewing band plans vs current on air practice to see if better alignment can
be achieved (630m, 160m and others)

Revising bands where new spectrum access has been obtained (the lower
2MHz of 6m for Standard calls)

Revising bands where spectrum has effectively been lost (upper 200 MHz of
the 9cm band)

Provision of alternate narrow band segments on 13 and 9 cm to help with
adjacent band interference scenarios

Revising usage recommendations given our secondary service obligations
(23cm, 9cm)

Adding new segments for new areas of interest (FM repeaters on 13, 9, 6 and
3cm)

Promotion of new or revised wireless broadband segments (13, 6 & 3 cm)

Revision of ATV Segments considering the extensive adoption of Digital ATV
modes today

Review of repeater sub-bands and the growth of digital voice hotspots on 2m
and 70¢cm

Provision of band plan data for the Microwave mm wavelength bands (24-134



GHz) showing current centres of activity

Along with this, the intention has been to improve the way the band plans are
presented visually to make them simple to understand and follow. Feedback on
the new presentation style is also most welcome!

So, as you can seeg, a lot has happened since the last wholesale review. Now,
this is your opportunity to have a say in areas where you have an interest. We
are looking for feedback on the proposals so that we can determine which
changes to take forward and which to leave behind.

The Process

The consultation process will be conducted as follows:

1. The paper was released publicly via the WIA website on October 17th

2. Consultation responses can be sent to wia.tac.consultations@gmail.com

3. Responses will be accepted from any licenced radio amateur or amateur
radio club based in Australia only. This is a domestic matter and is not relevant
to people outside of Australia.

4. While requests for clarification on any of the material will be answered,
discussion on alternative proposals will only be received, and then be
considered after the deadline closes.

5. The Consultation will remain open to receive responses up until December
12th. (8 weeks)

6. Responses will not be published; however, they may be used as input to the
outcomes & recommendations paper that is expected to be published before

January 31st 2026.

7. A final revised Australian Amateur Service Band Plan will then be published
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by the end of the first quarter of 2026.

So, over to you! Your input is valuable so now it's time for you to have your say.

How can I reply?

The consultation will be open until December 12th and is open to All VK
radio amateurs. Details of the consultation content and process are now
available on the WIA website. So, if you are interested to see what is
proposed, and wish to have a say, take a look at the WIA website, read
the consultation paper and then consider making a submission. We
would love to hear from you!

On the WIA TAC Consultations page, there is a feedback form you can
download and fill out. This, when read in conjunction with the review paper, will
guide you to answering the questions being asked about each proposed
change.

Head over to:

http://www.wia.org.au/members/tac/consultation/

For more information.
You can also Download a copy of the consultation document at this Link

Download a copy of the Feedback template at this Link

Regards
Angelo Giuffre VK2NWT

WIA Affiliated Clubs Co-ordinator
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