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Newsletter - March 2015
NEXT MEETING WILL BE ONE WEEK LATER THAN USUAL DUE TO
EASTER, so it will be held on 11TH APRIL. The meeting will be a Show and Tell.
So bring your latest project or something you think is great that enhances your
enjoyment of amateur radio and tell others about it. It may be just the thing that
they need to know about. PLEASE NOTE- This meeting will be a BBQ, so be
there about 11.00 am for a chin wag and a bite to eat.
Many members get their newsletter by email which means they get it much sooner than those who get it
via Australia Post. It also means that members can be advised quickly of things that members are told
of between meetings that are interesting and important but will be out of date by the next meeting.
Things like a member’s death and funeral or a rare DX callsign being active are a couple of examples.
So if you have email facilities and don’t get your newsletter that way why not change as it will
ultimately be to your advantage. Just let me know your email address if you would like to take
advantage of this method of receiving newsletters and other information. Rodney VK3UG

The Presidents report for March 2015
There has been a lot of work going on over the past 3 weeks in regards to Southern Cross
Austereo putting up a new tower and antenna systems on Mt Wombat.
Southern Cross Austereo will replace our existing tower and they will be installing 4 x 600mm
dish antenna’s on the tower.
Our current antenna system will be reinstalled on the new tower, which will include the new
6m array, as opposed to being on the hut as originally planned.
Phil VK3 ELV has been working on the best way to install the guy wires to give the best
radiation pattern for the 6m antennas.
Rodney VK3UG will talk more about this in his technical report at the next meeting.
I will explain in more detail what has been happening regarding the tower at the meeting.
I attended a D Star information day at Woodend on Saturday 21st March. It was a very
informative day and I left with a better understanding of D Star and what it has to offers us as
radio enthusiasts.
I am going to organise the D Star Group to run an information day at our club in the next
couple of months.
At the March meeting I showed the members present an article on a magnetic loop antenna.
This antenna used a home brew tuning capacitor.
It was made using copper tubing and a small 12v geared motor.
I ordered and received a 12v geared motor and speed controller from china last week for the
total cost of $28.58.
All I need now is the copper pipe for the antenna and capacitor and I will start putting it
together.
Hopefully I will have a working antenna at the next meeting.
If anyone has done the same or has an ongoing project to share then bring it along.

Don’t forget the next meeting is more of a social get-together than a meeting. A
BBQ for all those interested.
So come along and have a coffee and a chat and bring something along for show and tell.
Until then 73 for now.
Greg - President VK3POP

Meeting held 7/3/2015 - Minutes










Meeting opened at 1,05pm
Members and visitors attending,:- Greg VK3POP, Ron VK3COP, John VK3PXJ, Barry
VK3KBY ,Andy Ashley, Huntley VK3ZE, Ian VK3CHV, Max VK3DSF, Pat VK3OV,
Kevin VK3BPH, Geoff VK3ZNA, Jack VK3TJS with apologies from Steve VK3DP, Allan
VK3FALN, Ian VK3JNC, John VK3FJHM, Peter VK3FPSR, Ray VK3RW, Phil VK3ELV.
Inward Mail:- A receipt from the scout group for the rent on the hall, and a letter from the
Department of Justice re our returns for the year.
Ron VK3COP presented the financial report. Our finances are in a healthy condition.
Greg VK3POP spoke about showing amateur radio to 4 wheel drive clubs, such as having a
day at their show days later on. He also spoke about the possibility of having an Amateur
Radio open day. He asked members to think about these possibilities and make some
suggestions of their own and bring to a meeting.
Greg VK3POP spoke about attending the D STAR users group meeting at Woodend
21st march,9,30 am to 4,30pm. He will be attending with a couple of other people.
April meeting is on 11th April



The meeting closed at 2.30pm, and was followed after afternoon tea with discussions with
Andrew Meachen VK2ANM of Southern Cross Austereo re a proposal to share space within
our Mt Wombat building.
John Waters - Secretary. VK3PXJ


The number at the meeting was down on usual due to the long weekend. A number of ideas
were discussed about how we can make meetings more attractive to members and the general
public. For example an open day showing people what amateur radio is about. There is a
possibility this may also suit our sister club the Vintage Radio Club.
 There was discussion on altering the meeting format that one meeting does have meeting
activity and the following will be more of a social and show me, help me type of meeting.
 A notice of motion was made to increase the membership fees by $2 for non-members of the
WIA to cover the extra cost the club pays for insurance for non-members. This will be voted
on at the AGM.
 There will be a get together with the Midland Amateur Radio Group at Goulburn Weir near
Nagambie on 19th April. We are giving you this advance notice just in case you don’t get to
the next meeting.
 Discussion etc on the SC10 network proposal.
Rodney – Newsletter Editor VK3UG

The Johnson Viking Valiant Amateur Transmitter
A little while ago Steven VK3DG’s Collins ART13 appeared in the Newsletter. A few years back I
had hoped to obtain an E.F. Johnson Viking 500 HF amateur band transmitter of around 500 watts
capability for my radio museum. It appears that none of this model came into Australia. However,
about 10 years ago I was offered its little brother the Johnson Viking Valiant from the 1950s which I
accepted. Companies like E. F. Johnson in the USA were producing very nice AM/CW transmitters.
Generally they were too expensive for the average Australian amateur to consider buying, so few
came into Australia.
The Viking Valiant covers the 160-80-40-20-15-10 metre bands plus the 11 metre band which was a
legal band for amateur operators at that time. It will easily reach the power levels that were licensed
in Australia. It has an output power maximum of 200 watts on CW and 150 watts on AM and when
fed by a SSB exciter 150 watt PEP from three 6146 valves in parallel in the PA. It is a weighty
transmitter at 38 Kg. Its high tension voltage is around 660 volts so it can be lethal if fingers are put
into the set when it is switched on or even off if the power supply capacitors still have a charge on
them. The power supply needed is 117 volts 50/60Hz with power consumption on standby of 185
watts and 560 watts when transmitting. Our modern solid state transceivers use power much more
efficiently than does the Johnson. The transmitters and receivers of that era are interesting and are
still quite usable on the bands today.
Rodney VK3UG

DX on 630 metres 472 kHz by VK3ELV.
In a recent newsletter I wrote about Phil VK3ELVs experimentation on 472 kHz. Well he is into the DX on
the 630 metre band and has been heard by ZL2AFP. The method used is a digital mode WSPR with signals at
-29dB. This quite an achievement, as these MF frequencies don’t always propagate well from inland locations
such as Phil’s. If Phil lived on the coast he would achieve even better results as MF frequencies such as AM
broadcast frequencies rely on ground wave propagation and the conductivity of soil varies wildly. The greater
the conductivity of the soil or water the better the propagation, with salt water (ocean) being the best. Rocky
areas often have poor soil conductivity.
When I was in the Antarctic at Macquarie Island many years ago we could easily listen in daylight to southern
Australian and New Zealand broadcast stations on the 530 to 1650 kHz broadcast band. At night we could
hear even more stations. The distance to the stations from Macquarie Island varied from 1500 to 2500
kilometres. Inland stations could not be heard only those located near the sea.
As I understand it Phil’s station on this band consists of an Icom IC706 at low power running into a
transverter that takes it down to the 630 metre band (472 to 479 kHz). The solid state amplifier boasts an
output of around 100 watts. This power at first glance exceeds the effective isotropic radiated power (EIRP)
permitted. However, Phil has calculated his EIRP at 1 to 2 watts as antenna systems on this band are far from
efficient. Performance at night is enhanced by sky wave propagation.
Keep up the good work Phil. Perhaps you can give us a talk on this soon. What interesting things have other
members been doing – let me know.

